17 March 2003

FOR THE SUPPLEMENT TO THE COMPILERS MANUAL

A.
Questions from Workshop
1.
How to deal with transactions that come from outlying customs post and are therefore late.

2.
How do you collect data for non-recorded border trade (ask Cameroon)

3.
Give a good example of statistical/customs legislation for trade statistics purposes.

4.
Do a summary of country practices in relation to minimum value thresholds for inclusion in trade statistics (extract from country practices and write a story).

5.
How to deal with undervaluation and transfer pricing.

6.
What is origin and value of used goods – cars, planes etc.

7.
How to estimate shuttle trade.

8.
How to deal with situation where customs switches to a new classification in the middle of a year.

9.
How to deal with imports for duty free shops and sales by duty-free shops.

10.
What is the difference between transit and trans-shipment.

B.
My own questions/suggestions
1.
If you use “date of lodgement” then you really don’t get a figure for “goods cleared for home consumption”.  If you use date of lodgement and the goods are not cleared in that month then the figure for imports is rather strange.

2.
Do a simplified presentation of the general and special systems.

3.
What do I do when country of origin is not available for a transaction.

C.
Papers from OECD meetings

Papers from 3rd OECD Meeting on International Trade Statistics 2002
1.
Cross-border electronic commerce and international trade statistics (UK)

2.
US-Canada data exchange 1990-2001 (US & Canada).


Papers from the 2nd OECD Meeting on International Trade Statistics 2001
1.
Inclusion of alcohol and tobacco smuggling in the UK national accounts (UK).

2.
From physical to digital delivery: definition, scope and tariff revenues of electronic goods trading (UNCTAD). 

D.
Para.5 of the Compilers Manual

(a)  How to improve relationships between national statistical offices, customs administrations and other institutions involved in trade statistics;


(b)  Application of value thresholds for data recording and inclusion in trade statistics;


(c)  Available software systems to assist customs and statistical authorities;


(d)  Statistical registers – registers of trading organizations;


(e)  Treatment of confidential data;


(f)  E-commerce and trade in digital products;


(g)  Description of the linkages and/or clearer demarcation between goods and services in international trade;


(h)  Treatment of particular categories of goods such as shuttle trade (i.e., goods brought in by travellers in excess of minimums specified by national law), undersea communications cables, satellites and their launchers and other products;


(i)  Index numbers of trade; and


(j)  Seasonally adjusted data.

