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Trade Meta-data at UNSD

1.
The UNSD meta data for international trade statistics as published in the International Trade Statistics Yearbook comprises:


(a)
summary description of each table covering length of time series, number of commodities or partners shown, basis of identifying principal commodities/partners, the commodity classification used etc;


(b)
a general description of the sources of data;


(c)
a summary of the main features of the concepts and definitions that generally apply to the national data published;


(d)
a description/history of the commodity classification used (SITC).

2.
The above is in English and French.

3.
A very small number of footnotes are included on a country-by-country basis where the country practice deviates significantly from the general description in (c) above

4.
The French headings of commodity codes are presented in an annex to the publication (English descriptions are embedded in the tables).

5.
For the twelve special (analytical) tables contained in Volume II of the ITSYB a brief general description of the table is given and a number of country/regional footnotes are provided in English and French.

6.
For trade data published in the United Nations Statistics Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics the situation is as per para. 5 above.

7.
Metadata for Comtrade consists of Explanatory Notes for each country period.  The Note generally covers the reference year of the data, the trade system (general or special), valuation (cif/fob), basis of partner country assignment, inclusions/exclusions in coverage or statistical territory, treatment of small value shipments, abnormalities in conversion of partner countries and commodities to UN standards and any other significant information.


It is maintained in electronic form in Comtrade on the ICC mainframe and is accessible to users of Comtrade.

8.
The study “National Compilation and Reporting Practices in International Merchandise Trade Statistics”, describes country practices in relation to all the recommended practices in the United Nations International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Concepts and Definitions, Revision , 1998.  It is on the Internet at http://esa.un.org/unsd/tradereport.  These descriptions are taken to apply to data reported by countries for Comtrade.

