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The Outline/WP contain a lot of well-written and technically sound material highly relevant to the proposed Manual. However, in my view, the following changes/amendments are necessary:

(1)
Refocus and restructure the outline to reflect the main (in my view) goal of the Manual- to provide an operational/practical guidance on constructing indices which would deflate official merchandise trade statistics; 


(2)
Use IMTS, Rev.2 definitions of the basic concepts to describe data sources and nature of the available merchandise trade statistics;


(3)
Concentrate on how to make the most of the available value and quantity data and on when and how to supplement those data with the information which might be obtained from other sources (price surveys, etc) to achieve wider coverage;

(4)
Review reasons for mixing discussion relevant to merchandise trade and to trade in services; the concern is that such mixing may be confusing to the reader since the concepts underlying those statistics and possible data compilation procedures are quite different (a separate Manual for the trade in services price indices?);


(5)
Clearly formulate what is recommended and what represents the acceptable options;

(6)
Keep in the main text description of only those theoretical issues which lead to the recommended or acceptable compilation procedures, the rest can be moved to an Annex.


The proposed schedule for the Manual preparation is too tight. In my view, the TF should be given more time to discuss this important issue and to provide relevant input. 

