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Report by UNSD
1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Rome, 16-18 April 2002) UNSD actions related to International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Compilers Manual (IMTS:CM) were as follows:

(a)
UNSD cooperated with editors in preparation of the final text of the Manual (English edition) which is expected to be printed in June 2003. Versions of the Manual in other UN languages are being prepared by the UN translators. The timing of their release is not clear yet;

(b)
The text of the Manual, as submitted to editors, is on the EDG since 7 January 2002. The final text will be place on the EDG as well as soon as it becomes available;

(c)
UNSD has prepared training materials and conducted three workshops to assist countries in implementation of the IMTS:CM compilation advice (for selected countries of Eastern Europe and for English and French speaking developing countries in Africa).  One more workshop is being organized for the least developed countries in March 2003.

2.
Acting upon suggestion of the Task Force at its Rome meeting UNSD has started collecting materials which might be used in preparation of Supplement to IMTS:Compilers’Manual in future. Task Force is invited to place any relevant national studies that they come to know of on the EDG (under Methodologies – Compiler's Manual Supplement).  
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