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Data collection

1.
In the UNSD-OECD cooperation on data exchange OECD is now solely responsible for the collection of data from all OECD member countries with the exception of the data of Mexico, which UNSD sources from its ECLAC office in Santiago de Chile. The next graph shows the number of trade datasets of OECD member states which were received by UNSD either directly (UNSD) or from OECD (OECD). It shows that whereas UNSD was receiving the datasets for the OECD member states mostly directly for the years 1997, 1998 and 1999, for 2000 and 2001 OECD became the primary source for the data. Note that ‘Years’ refers to the period covered by the trade data; the data for the year 2001 were collected during 2002.

Graph 1

Number of datasets received by year of data
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2.
The graph also tells us that not all the 2001 trade datasets of OECD member states came via OECD
. There were still about 9 datasets which UNSD received directly from the member states or via another organization. The countries which will need extra attention during 2003 are Austria and Greece, which were not part of the earlier agreement, Denmark
, and Turkey
. Further extra efforts are necessary with respect to Czech Republic
, Germany
, Japan
 and New Zealand
. Both the Czech Republic and New Zealand reported their 2001 data unexpectedly late and OECD will encourage them to correct this. Finally, also Spain (October 2002) and Portugal (January 2003) reported their 2001 trade data too late in comparison to other OECD countries and arrangements will be made with the respective authorities to improve on that situation.

3.
Timeliness is probably the most important component in the data collection process. Graph 2 shows a comparison between the best possible reception dates (based on reception dates of the last 5 years) and the reception dates for the 2001 data (Note that we did not include Slovakia in this analysis).

Graph 2

Cumulative number of datasets received by month
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The graph tells us that we could expect to receive 18 out of 29 OECD country datasets by March and all of them by June. For the 2001 data only 7 datasets were received by March 2002 and the full set not until the end of the year (in fact, the 2001 data of Portugal arrived only in February 2003). See Annex 1 for a complete overview.

4.
Another problem in the collection process was that a few countries were sending different datasets to OECD than what was usually sent to UNSD (Australia, Germany and USA). This concerned matters of confidentiality, re-exports and CIF/FOB imports. We have addressed and solved those problems.

Data processing

5.
It has been agreed upon between UNSD and OECD to further the cooperation in the field of detailed international merchandise trade statistics. UNSD and OECD are drafting an updated version of the agreement between the two organizations which will address such issues as sharing the burden of data processing and maintaining a single database beginning mid 2004. A number of technical and other details relevant to such an agreement are being worked out. The database teams of UNSD and OECD will work very closely together to exchange and align respective practices. 

6.
As part of the development of the Comtrade server system a new data processing system is being developed. This development starts with comparing the current processing systems of UNSD and OECD. The initial phase is on its way and a first prototype is expected by late summer. This development is a collaborative effort of the IT teams of UNSD and OECD.

7.
Another part of the Comtrade server system is a management interface. This tool enables to monitor the use of internet Comtrade in many details, to upload data and monitor this upload process, to administer users, to update metadata and data references, to send messages to the internet, to reply to feedbacks from Comtrade users and so forth. This management tool will also serve the purpose of keeping databases aligned, if UNSD and OECD would opt to choose to work with replicated databases.

Annex 1

Data exchange between OECD and UNSD for years 1997 to 2001

	COUNTRY
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001

	 
	UNSD
	OECD
	UNSD
	OECD
	UNSD
	OECD
	UNSD
	OECD
	UNSD
	OECD

	AUSTRALIA
	14-Aug-98
	 
	8-Sep-99
	 
	30-Jun-00
	 
	30-Jul-01
	 
	 
	12-Feb-02

	AUSTRIA
	 
	28-Sep-98
	29-Jun-99
	 
	7-Apr-00
	 
	23-Apr-01
	 
	23-Aug-02
	 

	BELGIUM
	10-Mar-98
	 
	15-Mar-99
	 
	15-Mar-00
	 
	 
	28-Mar-01
	 
	23-Mar-02

	CANADA
	3-Mar-98
	 
	 
	27-May-99
	25-Mar-00
	 
	 
	21-May-01
	 
	30-May-02

	CZECH REP
	28-Jan-98
	 
	9-Aug-99
	 
	23-Mar-00
	 
	 
	16-May-01
	28-May-02
	 

	DENMARK
	14-Apr-98
	 
	6-May-99
	 
	5-Apr-00
	 
	21-Mar-01
	 
	4-Apr-02
	 

	FINLAND
	 
	30-Jul-98
	29-Sep-99
	 
	 
	15-Jun-00
	 
	14-Aug-01
	 
	1-Mar-02

	FRANCE
	 
	27-Mar-98
	 
	26-Feb-99
	 
	13-Mar-00
	 
	29-Mar-01
	 
	20-Feb-02

	GERMANY
	4-Feb-99
	 
	 
	9-Mar-99
	 
	16-Mar-00
	 
	11-Apr-01
	29-Jul-02
	 

	GREECE
	 
	16-Sep-98
	13-Jul-99
	 
	10-Jul-00
	 
	 
	16-Feb-02
	3-Sep-02
	 

	HUNGARY
	3-Jun-98
	 
	27-May-99
	 
	 
	2-May-00
	 
	27-Mar-01
	 
	13-May-02

	ICELAND
	 
	3-Apr-98
	19-Feb-99
	 
	19-Jun-00
	 
	 
	9-Jul-01
	4-Apr-02
	 

	IRELAND
	 
	24-Apr-98
	24-May-99
	 
	26-Apr-00
	 
	8-May-01
	 
	 
	13-Jun-02

	ITALY
	 
	20-May-98
	 
	20-May-99
	 
	18-Sep-00
	 
	10-May-01
	 
	25-Apr-02

	JAPAN
	8-May-98
	 
	20-May-99
	 
	22-Mar-00
	 
	9-May-01
	 
	4-Apr-02
	 

	KOREA
	25-Feb-99
	 
	 
	15-Apr-99
	12-Jul-00
	 
	30-Aug-01
	 
	 
	27-Mar-02

	LUXEMBOURG
	 
	 
	 
	 
	24-Apr-00
	 
	17-Aug-01
	 
	 
	3-Sep-02

	MEXICO
	5-Oct-98
	 
	16-Jul-99
	 
	5-Jul-00
	 
	 
	26-Sep-01
	28-Jun-02
	 

	NETHERLANDS
	 
	24-Jun-99
	 
	29-Jun-99
	20-Sep-00
	 
	 
	18-Sep-01
	 
	26-Aug-02

	NEW ZEALAND
	29-May-98
	 
	 
	7-Jun-99
	13-Mar-00
	 
	7-Feb-01
	 
	18-Jun-02
	 

	NORWAY
	 
	25-Aug-98
	 
	7-Jun-99
	 
	25-Jul-00
	 
	26-Sep-01
	 
	18-Jan-02

	POLAND
	22-Jul-99
	 
	22-Jul-99
	 
	13-Sep-00
	 
	 
	21-Sep-01
	 
	15-Jul-02

	PORTUGAL
	10-Nov-98
	 
	20-Jul-99
	 
	24-Oct-00
	 
	 
	20-Nov-01
	 
	4-Feb-03

	SPAIN
	3-Feb-99
	 
	8-Jun-99
	 
	11-Oct-00
	 
	13-Jul-01
	 
	 
	14-Oct-02

	SWEDEN
	26-Jul-99
	 
	26-Jul-99
	 
	 
	12-Sep-00
	 
	16-Mar-01
	 
	22-Aug-02

	SWITZERLAND
	9-Feb-98
	 
	 
	18-Feb-99
	23-Feb-00
	 
	 
	21-Feb-01
	 
	6-Jun-02

	TURKEY
	10-May-99
	 
	10-May-99
	 
	14-Aug-00
	 
	14-Jun-01
	 
	10-Sep-02
	 

	UK
	22-Jun-98
	 
	29-Sep-99
	 
	8-Mar-00
	 
	8-Feb-01
	 
	 
	22-Apr-02

	USA
	12-Jun-98
	 
	16-Jun-99
	 
	26-Jul-00
	 
	 
	19-Jul-01
	 
	5-Mar-02

	 
	19
	9
	19
	9
	22
	7
	11
	18
	10
	19


� The agreement to source all (but one) datasets via OECD started to be effective as of the 2002 data.


� The 2002 data already received by OECD on 27.02.03 and sent to UNSD on 5. 03.03.


� Exceptional technical data reception problem at OECD in 2002 which has been solved now


� The 2001 data were received by OECD on 10.12.2002 and sent to UNSD on the 13th.


� However 2002 data in SITC Rev 3 was received on 20.03.03 and sent the same day to UNSD.


� The 2001 data was received by UNSD on 04.04.2002 and by OECD on 29.05.2002.


� The 2001 data were received by OECD the 17.12.2002 and sent to UNSD the same day.





