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1.
Most remarkably for the flow of incoming data during 2002 was the elevation of the number of reporting countries or areas to more than 130 for all of the years from 1995 to 2000, which is a number that was only reached once (for 1995) during the last decade. 
Comtrade Availability of data

2.
By the end of 2002, there were 105 countries or areas for the most recent year in Comtrade which is 4 less than at the same time in 2001. However, the total number of country periods entered for the most recent 2 and 3 years were the highest ever at 237 and 372, respectively.

Table 1
Number of country periods available

as of 31 December of each year

	Period
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Most recent year of data
	105
	 109
	 100
	  78
	  76

	Most recent 2 years of data
	237
	 233
	 211
	181
	 177

	Most recent 3 years of data
	372
	 357
	 334
	 291
	 291


3.
Twenty countries or areas, which had not reported their 2000 data by the end of December 2001, had reported their 2001 data by the end of December 2002.  The countries or areas are: Bahamas, Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Egypt, Fiji, Greece, Grenada, Lebanon, Malawi, Mozambique, Niger, Oman, Qatar, Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, TFYR Macedonia and Zambia.
4.
Twenty four countries or areas, which had reported their 2000 data by the end of December 2001, had not reported their 2001 data by the end of December 2002.  The countries or areas are: Algeria, Armenia, Bulgaria, Comoros, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Georgia, Israel, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Montserrat, Morocco, New Caledonia, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Portugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Zimbabwe. These are being followed up.

5.
For 27 countries or areas, more than one year of data was added to Comtrade in 2002 (a total of 73 new country periods), filling in old gaps and bringing data more up to date.  Please see annex 1.

6.
Eleven countries or areas were included for the first time or for the first time in 5 years. The countries or areas are: Bhutan, Botswana, Fiji, French Polynesia, Gabon, Lebanon, Swaziland, Tonga, Ukraine, Vanuatu and Zambia.

7.
In 2002, the following national trade publications were keyed-in and processed for inclusion in Comtrade: 

Bangladesh (1986, 1987), Kiribati (1996-1999), Lebanon (1997), Libya (1998), Nepal (2000), Netherlands Antilles (1993, 1994), Qatar (1995-1999), Tonga (2000), Vanuatu (2000) and Yugoslavia (2000).
8.
Table 2 gives an overview of the number of reporting countries or areas for the 1962 to 2001. The snapshot was taken on 1 March 2003. 
Table 2

Number of reporting countries or areas available

for the years 1962 to 2001
	Year
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	196x
	-
	-
	86
	82
	81
	87
	92
	96
	97
	98

	197x
	114
	117
	119
	122
	127
	132
	134
	133
	132
	131

	198x
	132
	126
	118
	119
	114
	113
	112
	107
	110
	112

	199x
	115
	112
	113
	117
	122
	137
	138
	140
	137
	139

	200x
	139
	113
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The following 35 reporting administrations have provided data for every one of the forty years: Argentina, Belgium-Luxemburg, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, China Hong Kong SAR, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea Republic, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, UK, USA and Venezuela.  

9.
The usual annual reminder to all countries to provide their trade data was sent out at the beginning of March 2002.

10.
The arrangements for sharing national data between ECLAC, FAO, WTO, OECD and most recently ITC continue to contribute significantly to the coverage and timeliness of Comtrade. Further, personal contact through the organization of workshops, visits to countries and attendance at seminars and conferences has also helped a lot during the past year.

Comtrade Notes
11.
The availability of Comtrade data has been posted on the website of the Trade Branch since June 2002 at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade, which eliminates in large part the need for the Comtrade Notes. We are considering to start an on-line information brochure which would replace the Comtrade Notes.
Comtrade Introduction of new countries and areas
12.
Starting with data for the year 2002 Timor Leste (code 45 626) and Mayotte (code 16 175) have been added as separate entities to the country nomenclature of the Comtrade database. They will appear as reporters and partners, as available.

Comtrade and EU-15
13.
In response to requests of WTO data files combining EU-15 Intra and EU-15 Extra have been placed on the ICC mainframe for each of the years 1995 to 2000. The data were provided by EUROSTAT in SITC, Revision 3, as requested by WTO. The names of the mainframe output files which hold these data all start with ‘STAGE.WTO.EU15’. UNSD considers to include EU-15 Extra in the internet version of Comtrade. EU-15 would then be shown as a separate reporting entity
Comtrade usage
14.
A summary of Comtrade usage among international organizations is given in the following table. This usage covers only the data extractions via the Comtrade retrieval system on the IOS3 operating system of the ICC mainframe in Geneva. The World Bank use is not registered because the Bank uses its own software programs to decompress the Comtrade data.

Table 3
Number of records extracted from Comtrade
in millions of records
	Organization
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997

	EUROSTAT
	159.5
	182.7
	  0.0
	 70.4
	 86.2
	140.8

	ECE
	0.0
	  2.0
	  4.8
	  4.0
	 18.7
	  8.8

	FAO
	0.8
	  8.6
	  1.1
	  0.7
	  0.7
	  0.8

	ITC
	400.7
	 95.9
	345.2
	376.2
	315.1
	163.1

	OECD
	0.0
	  0.0
	  0.0
	  0.0
	  0.2
	  0.4

	UNCTAD
	285.4
	230.0
	275.3
	 94.7
	 82.8
	190.0

	WTO
	94.8
	 55.6 
	187.3
	 88.2
	 46.8
	 38.6

	UNSD
	0.0
	  0.0
	 0.05
	204.5
	210.7
	189.5

	OTHER USERS
	29.0
	 55.2
	 33.3
	 41.3
	 22.4
	  7.1


Table 3 shows that EUROSTAT’s connection to Comtrade was re-established in 2001. ITC extracted most of its data for the 2000 version of PC-TAS in January 2002, when about 150 million records were extracted, and then again in November 2002 for the 2001 version of PC-TAS. UNSD’s usage is down, because since 2000 UNSD extracts data exclusively from the NYCS side of the mainframe and usage of Comtrade on NYCS does not get recorded. OECD and ECE no longer have a mainframe connection, and also FAO is moving away from the mainframe. All 3 organizations are using Comtrade now mostly via the internet.
Since the beginning of 2003 we monitor on mainframe Comtrade now also the commodity classification which is used in a data request. It turns out that all classifications are used with SITC Rev.3 as a favorite (see Table 4 below).
Table 4
Number of data requests by commodity classification
(over the period January to March 2003)
	Organization
	S1
	S2
	S3
	H0
	H1

	EUROSTAT
	0
	112
	68
	26
	28

	FAO
	0
	1
	1
	21
	1

	ITC
	0
	0
	15
	10
	0

	UNCTAD
	11
	466
	96
	104
	54

	WTO
	46
	178
	908
	230
	224

	Other users
	5
	8
	75
	128
	32

	Total
	62
	765
	1163
	517
	337


Where S1, S2 and S3 refer to the three revisions of the SITC and H0 and H1 refer to the two versions of the HS classification.
15.
The “Other users” as mentioned in Tables 3 and 4 connect to the ICC mainframe via a modem connection and using the PC-based CFW software to extract data from mainframe Comtrade. As mentioned in the Task Force report of last year a further version of CFW (CFW 4.0) was developed and was distributed in June 2003. It contains a simplification for writing the job log avoiding the error-prone write/delete actions on a MS-Access database. About 10 organizations (government organizations from Austria, Canada, Chile, France, Singapore, USA and the UK plus international organizations from Italy (FAO), Japan (ITTO) and the Netherlands (UNU)) are still using this option. 
Internet access to Comtrade

16.
As mentioned in the Task Force report of last year UNSD has explored cooperation in this area with the World Bank and with ITC. More recently UNSD and OECD agreed formally to combine efforts in the maintenance of trade statistics database which would be accessible via the internet. For each of the three collaborations there exists a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The main points of those are the following.
a) The MoU of UNSD–World Bank cooperation gives the Bank the right to access Comtrade data in the WITS system and gives the Bank the right to distribute WITS to various organizations and individuals in consultation with UNSD. Where applicable UNSD will receive revenues from users of WITS for extracted Comtrade data.
b) The MoU of UNSD-ITC cooperation with respect to internet applications of ITC gives ITC the right to use Comtrade data for those applications in return of a nominal fee.
c) The MoU of UNSD-OECD cooperation focuses mainly on the collection and exchange of original trade statistics, but contains a section to further the cooperation by sharing the burden of processing trade data. It has been agreed recently to draft an extension to the MoU describing a full partnership on sharing a single trade database (see also the note by UNSD under agenda point 5(c)).
17.
On 11 July 2002 the first version of Comtrade was opened to the public on the internet. During the second quarter of 2003 we hope to launch the full production version of internet Comtrade. 


As mentioned in the previous report to the Task Force, internet Comtrade will be different from mainframe Comtrade in the following ways:

(i) The conversions from one classification to another will be done directly, meaning, for instance, that the HS, version 1996, is converted directly to SITC, Revision 1. In mainframe Comtrade conversions are cascaded, meaning that HS-1996, is converted to HS-1988, thereafter HS-1988 is converted to SITC, Rev.3, which is converted to SITC, Rev.2, which is finally converted to SITC, Rev.1. This will result in some changes of data in SITC, Rev.2 and Rev.1 compared to what is in mainframe Comtrade. We intend to report on these changes. 

(ii) Whenever a country or area reports separate data for reimports and re-exports, data for these trade regimes will be shown separately. In such cases the imports data will show the total values for foreign imports plus reimports and the exports data will show the total values for domestic exports plus re-exports.
(iii) An extra quantity field has been added. The first quantity field will contain exclusively net weight in kilograms and the second quantity field will contain quantity in supplementary units.

18.
Some usage statistics have been gathered for the internet version of Comtrade. Table 5 shows the number of data requests by month and classification. As can be clearly seen the usage of internet Comtrade is increasing steadily with about 38,000 data requests for the month of March. The fact that mostly the HS version 1996 was requested by the users is biased because all HS data were available in internet Comtrade while the SITC data was still being loaded.
Table 5
Number of data requests by commodity classification

(over the period January and February 2003)

	
	Classification

Sep 2002
Oct 2002
Nov 2002
Dec 2002
Jan 2003
Feb 2003
Mar 2003
H0

120

1904

2203

5756

7106

4446

6142
H1

770

4120

7730

10792

15185

19904

20063
S1

0

0

0

0

5

95

329
S2

0

0

0

0

81

704

1235
S3

76

430

515

800

1378

4628

10359
Totals

966

6454

10483

17371

23755

29777

38128



Where S1, S2 and S3 refer to the three revisions of the SITC and H0 and H1 refer to the two versions of the HS classification.

19. It is very difficult to predict what the exact impact will be of bringing Comtrade on the internet. Given that mainframe Comtrade was not accessible to the public, it is clear that there will be much more exposure of Comtrade on the internet. It is estimated that mainframe Comtrade has a steady group of around 50 users from various organizations (see Tables 3 and 4). Table 6 shows the number of users (identified by Account ID an IP address) which have accessed Comtrade over the last months. It means that internet Comtrade currently already has almost 1500 different users per month. The table also gives a breakdown by Guest User and Account ID users, where the latter are organizational users to whom we have given the right to download data from the Comtrade internet database.
Table 6
The following table show the number of users which used the Comtrade internet version during the last month.

	Number of users
	Sep 2002
	Oct 2002
	Nov 2002
	Dec 2002
	Jan 2003
	Feb 2003
	Mar 2003

	Account ID
	29
	39
	44
	38
	44
	37
	45

	Guest User
	32
	363
	529
	738
	850
	1127
	1452

	Totals
	61
	402
	573
	776
	894
	1164
	1497


For the Task Force meeting of 2004 we hope to give a more complete picture of the usage of internet Comtrade.
Annex 1

Countries or areas for which more than one year were added to Comtrade in 2002
	Andorra
	1996, 1997, 1998

	Bahamas
	1995, 2000, 2001

	Benin
	1999, 2000, 2001

	Bhutan
	1998, 1999

	Botswana
	2000, 2001

	Burkina Faso
	1995, 1996

	Cameroon
	2000, 2001

	Fiji
	2000, 2001

	French Polynesia
	1996 to 2000

	Gabon
	1999, 2000

	Gambia
	1999, 2000

	Ghana
	1996, 1997, 2001

	Greece
	2000, 2001

	Grenada
	2000, 2001

	Guinea
	1998, 1999, 2001

	Kiribati
	1996 to 1999

	Lebanon
	1997 to 2001

	Malawi
	2000, 2001

	Nepal
	1999, 2000

	Qatar
	1995, 1996, 1998, 2001

	Republic of Moldova
	1996, 2001

	Slovakia
	2000, 2001

	TFYR Macedonia
	2000, 2001

	Togo
	1994, 2001

	Ukraine
	1996 to 1999

	Yugoslavia
	1999, 2000

	Zambia
	1998 to 2001


